
OPEN LETTER TO SCOPEX ADVISORY COMMITTEE
August 21, 2019

To:

Louise Bedsworth, Executive Director, California Strategic Growth Council (Chair)
Kevin Knobloch, Former Chief of Staff, U.S. Department of Energy (Vice Chair)
Michael Gerrard, Andrew Sabin Professor of Professional Practice, Columbia Law School
Michael Kleeman, Visiting Scholar, University of California San Diego and Senior Fellow, UC Institute on Global
Conflict and Cooperation
Robert Lempert, Principal Researcher, RAND Corporation and Director, Frederick S. Pardee Center for Longer Range
Global Policy and the Future Human Condition
Katharine Mach, Senior Research Scientist, Stanford University Earth System Science and Director, Stanford
Environment Assessment Facility
Raj Pandya, Director, Thriving Earth Exchange, American Geophysical Union
Shuchi Talati, Geoengineering Research, Governance, and Public Engagement Fellow, Union of Concerned Scientists

Dear Members of the SCoPEx Advisory Board:

We are writing because you have recently joined the Advisory Committee for SCoPEx, a project that aims to advance a solar
geoengineering technology.

We appeal to you not to lend legitimacy to this project. Decisions about geoengineering require global, democratic, transparent
governance, and while we understand the Advisory Committee’s aim is to contribute to a consideration of some of the global
dimensions of this project, it should be clear that an appointed body cannot replace global, democratic and transparent
governance of a geoengineering project that has far-reaching implications.

The SCoPEx project aims to build infrastructure and technology that undermine emerging international governance of
geoengineering, violating norms and laws worldwide.

There is a very profound concern about the political and military unpredictability of the current US administration in this
respect, and the risk that it might be inclined to use such technological options as solar geoengineering as weapons of war.

If implemented at a large scale, solar geoengineering has the potential for massive negative impacts on the world’s most
vulnerable populations. Droughts in Africa and disruptions to monsoons in Asia are two of the major risks identified by computer
modelling. The sources of food and water for 2 billion people could be disrupted in unexpected ways. Depending on the
chemistry of the substance eventually used, the ozone layer, already at risk, could be damaged further.

For all these reasons, an international UN moratorium states that “no geoengineering activities should be carried out” until a
“global, transparent and effective control and regulatory mechanisms for geo-engineering, in accordance with the precautionary
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approach” can be put in place. The decision, passed by the UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) allows exceptions for
“small-scale experiments,” on several conditions, including that they are conducted under “controlled settings.” The CBD’s
conditions are not met by SCoPEx. 

Legal, moral and Indigenous-rights obligations require the free, prior and informed consent of Indigenous Peoples from projects
that could modify the land, water or air of their territories. Provisions for meaningful participation and consultation with all local
communities that could be impacted by these projects must be assured. A public consultation by the Natural Environment
Research Council (NERC) in the UK recently decided that a technology with implications for all should not be developed without
consultation with all. We agree with this position. 

The most devastating effect of your participation in SCoPEx, however, may be psychological and political. It gives political
leaders a false but enticing way to avoid confronting the carbon giants. The fossil fuel industry has been promoting and funding
several forms of geoengineering projects for years for one simple reason: it will allow them to continue with their oil, gas and
coal business, and avoid addressing the root causes of climate chaos.

David Keith, the most prominent proponent of SCoPEx, has, through his startup Carbon Engineering, tied his financial interests
to those of Chevron, Occidental Petroleum and tar sands billionaire N. Murray Edwards. At a time when fossil fuel companies are
pouring millions into political lobbying to protect and expand their extractive interests, the existence and development of solar
geoengineering undermines the pathway to the climate transition that the world urgently  needs. 

As pressure mounts for real climate solutions, the development and promotion of solar geoengineering undermines the political
will and unity required to face down the fossil fuel lobby and other climate-disrupting industries. That’s why fossil fuel and other
companies have been pursuing geoengineering, even as they funded climate denial.

Over 100 civil society and movement organizations from around the world have signed the Hands Off Mother Earth (HOME)
manifesto, which specifically demands a stop to unilateral experiments like SCoPEx.

As those newly recruited to provide SCoPEx with legitimacy, you face a stark decision. Your current role legitimizes a project
that furthers the interests of climate disrupting forces, such as the fossil fuels industry. We urge you to break your complicity
with this path, and to withdraw your participation from the SCoPEx Advisory Committee.

Sincerely,

Abibiman Foundation, Ghana
Acción Ecológica, Ecuador
Alianza Biodiversidad, Latin America
Association Nigérienne des Scouts de l’Environnement (ANSEN), Nigeria
Base IS, Paraguay
Biofuelwatch, USA
Bürgerinitiative gegen CO2-Endlager e.V., Germany
Centro Ecológico, Brazil
CESTA, Friends of the Earth, El Salvador
Climate Justice Alliance, USA
Connecticut Coalition for Economic and Environmental Justice, USA
Corporate Europe Observatory, Europe
Ecologistas en Acción, Spain
Econexus, UK
ETC Group, International
Federación Costarricense para la Conservación del Ambiente FECON, Costa Rica
Fórum Mudanças Climáticas e Justiça Socioambiental, Brasil
Friends of the Earth International
Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives, International
Global Forest Coalition, International
Global Justice Ecology Project, USA
Grassroots International, USA
GRIP (Groupe de recherche et d’information sur la paix et la sécurité), Belgium
Heinrich Boell Foundation, International
Instituto Brasileiro de Análises Sociais e Econômicas, Brazil
Indigenous Environmental Network, International
Khpal Kore Organization(KKO), Pakistan



La Vía Campesina Support Group, Colombia
Mom Loves Taiwan Association, Taiwan
Movement Generation: Justice and Ecology Project, USA
Narigrantha Prabartana, Women’s resource center, Bangladesh (UBINIG)
Observatorio Petrolero Sur, Argentina
Oilwatch Latinoamérica, International
Pakistan Fisher Folk Forum, Pakistan
Red de Coordinación en Biodiversidad, Costa Rica
Reforest the Earth, UK
TONATIERRA, USA
Women’s Environment and Development Organization (WEDO), International
What Next Forum, International
White Rabbit Grove RDNA, USA

Sign the Open Letter to SCoPEx advisors

 Countryافغانستان (Afghanistan) Aland Islands Shqipëria (Albania)▼

Amerika Sāmoa (American Samoa) Andorra Angola Anguilla (Algeria) الجزائر
Antarctica Antigua and Barbuda Argentina Hayastán (Armenia) Aruba
Australia Österreich (Austria) Azərbaycan (Azerbaijan) Bahamas البحرين
(Bahrain) বাংলােদশ (Bangladesh) Barbados Беларусь (Belarus) Belgique
(Belgium) Belize Bénin Bermuda འབྲུག་ཡུལ (Bhutan) Bolivia Босна и
Херцеговина (Bosnia and Herzegovina) Botswana Bouvet Island Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory بروني (Brunei) България (Bulgaria)
Burkina Faso မြန်မာ (Burundi) កម្ពុជា (Cambodia) Cameroon Canada Cabo
Verde (Cape) Verde Cayman Islands République Centrafricaine (Central
African Republic) Tchad (Chad) Chile 中国 (中华人民共和国) (China) Christmas
Island Cocos (Keeling) Islands Colombia جزر القمر (Comoros) Congo Cook
Islands Costa Rica Cote D\'ivoire Hrvatska (Croatia) Cuba Κύπρος
(Cyprus) Česká republika (Czech Republic) Danmark (Denmark) جيبوتي
(Djibouti) Dominica República Dominicana (Dominican Republic) Ecuador
إرتريا El Salvador Guinea Ecuatorial (Equatorial Guinea) (Egypt) مصر
(Eritrea) Eesti (Estonia) Ethiopia ኢትዮጵያ (Falkland Islands) Føroyar
(Faroe) Islands Fiji Suomi (Finland) France Guyane (French Guiana)
Polynésie française (French Polynesia) French Southern Territories Gabon
Gambia საქართველო (Georgia) Deutschland (Germany) Ghana Gibraltar Ελλάδα
(Greece) Grønland (Greenland) Grenada Guadeloupe Guåhån (Guam) Guatemala
Guernsey Guinée (Guinea) Guiné-Bissau (Guinea-Bissau) Guyana Haiti Heard
Island and Mcdonald Islands Honduras 香港 (Hong Kong) Magyarország
(Hungary) Ísland (Iceland) India Indonesia ایران (Iran) العراق (Iraq)
Éire (Ireland) Isle of Man ישראל (Israel) Italia (Italy) Jamaica 日本
(Japan) Jersey الأردن (Jordan) Қазақстан (Kazakhstan) Kenya Kiribati 북한
(Korea, North) 대한민국 (Korea, South) الكويت (Kuwait) Кыргызстан
(Kyrgyzstan) ປະເທດລາວ (Laos) Latvija (Latvia) لبنان (Lebanon) Lesotho



Liberia ليبيا (Libya) Liechtenstein Lietuva (Lithuania) Luxembourg Macao
Makedonija (Macedonia) Madagascar Malawi Malaysia Dhivehi Raajje
(Maldives) Mali Malta Marshall Islands Martinique Mauritania Maurice
(Mauritius) Mayotte Mexico Micronesia, Federated States of Moldova,
Republic of Monaco Mongolia Crna Gora (Montenegro) Montserrat المغرب
(Morocco) Moçambique (Mozambique) Myanmar Namibia Nauru नेपाल (Nepal)
Netherlands Netherlands Antilles Nouvelle-Calédonie (New Caledonia) New
Zealand Nicaragua Niger Nigeria Niue Norfolk Island Northern Mariana
Islands Norge (Norway) عُمان (Oman) پاکستان (Pakistan) Palau فلسطين
(Palestine) Panama Papua New Guinea Paraguay Peru Philippines Pitcairn
Polska (Poland) Portugal Puerto Rico قطر (Qatar) Reunion Romania Россия
(Russian Federation) Rwanda Saint Helena Saint Kitts and Nevis Saint
Lucia Saint Pierre and Miquelon Saint Vincent and The Grenadines Samoa
San Marino Sao Tome and Principe المملكة العربية السعودية (Saudi Arabia)
Senegal Serbia Seychelles Sierra Leone Singapore Slovakia Slovenia
Solomon Islands الصومال (Somalia) South Africa South Georgia and The
South Sandwich Islands Spain Sri Lanka Sudan Suriname Svalbard and Jan
Mayen Swaziland Sweden Suisse (Switzerland) Syrian Arab Republic 中華民國
(Taiwan) Тоҷикистон (Tajikistan) Tanzania ประเทศไทย (Thailand) Timor-
leste Togo Tokelau Tonga Trinidad and Tobago Tunisia Türkiye (Turkey)
Turkmenistan Turks and Caicos Islands Tuvalu Uganda Ukraїna (Ukraine)
United Kingdom United States United (United Arab Emirates) العربيّة
States Minor Outlying Islands Uruguay O‘zbekiston (Uzbekistan) Vanuatu
Città del Vaticano (Vatican City) Venezuela Viet Nam Virgin Islands,
British Virgin Islands, U.S. Wallis and Futuna Western Sahara اليمن
(Yemen) Zambia Zimbabwe ▼

Sign the letter above, to all the members of the SCoPEx advisory panel.

%%your signature%%

 Add me to your mailing list

 
Sign Now

Share this with your friends:
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